What every residential rental property owner should know.

Valued Landlord
As a Sault Ste. Mari e residential rent al property owner, you are part of a hometown that values a strong sense of community and connection t o the
neighb orhood. To pr omote thes e values, the c ity prov ides an outsta nding le vel of m unicipal service s.
In turn, property owners are responsi ble for maintaining their property in a condi tion that reflects favorably on the community.

Rental Registration
Owners of reside ntial ren tal pro pertie s are re quired to regis ter suc h prop erties within 45 days of p urcha se or inc eption .
Regist ration s are re quired to be r enewed on an annual basis. Ther e are no fees associated w ith tim ely reg istratio ns.
If the living unit is not occupied by the property owner, it's considered a rental unit,
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even if no rent is collected, or the occupant is a relative.

Structure and Yard Maintenance
Property ow ners are res ponsible for m aintain ing the ir struc tures and yards. Th e city's Code of Ord inances, including the Sault S te. Ma rie
Property Maintenance Code,provide property maint enance standards and enforc ement provisions. The ordinances regulate t he

P ? condition o f the ex terior and interior of t he struc ture and yards. Th e ordinan ce proh ibits long gra ss over 10" high,
“

accumulation of gar bage, trash , junk, d ebris, j unk vehicles, e tc. \f’\\‘ \M’\\()i/\/’\//

Garbage Storage/Collection

The City’s Gar bage Ordin ance r equire s hard sided c ontain ers wit h tight fitting lid s for co ntainm ent of garbage. All garbage must be enclosed in
tied bags. Waste Management provides waste disposal servi ce. Garbage tags are required and can be purchased fro m them. The maximum size

container all owed to be placed out for pickup i s limited to 32 gall on capacity and cannot exceed 50 pounds. Contai ners put out for pickup shal | not

be out more than 12 ho urs prior to, or 12 hours after sc heduled pickup time.

For other container options, such as totes, or dumpsters for m ulti-family structures contact Waste Management at 635-5971 . ‘@I
Structures with three or fewer dwelli ng units are covered under the ci ty's agreement with Waste Management for residential garbage '
collection (bag & tag program). Structures containing four or more un its are not regulated by the exclusive contract.

Junk & Debris Accumulation
All exterior property must be kept free of accumulating junk & rubbish - discarded appliances, furniture, househol d items, automotive parts, tires,
building material, yard waste, brush , etc...



Junk Vehicles

Vehicles meeting the city 's definition of a junk vehi cle are not allowed to be stored on any property unl ess such vehicle is kept inside
an enclosed struc ture. The junk veh icle definition is as follows:

(a) dismantled, in whole or in part, of which is unable to be operated
on a public street as the result of a mechanical defect, malfunction or absence of properly functioning required safety equipment, or

(b) not licensed and insured

Housing Complaints

When the Buildi ng Department recei ves a housing complaint from a tenant who has control of an apartment or s ingle-family dwel ling, the complaint

is required to be in wri ting and specific pr oblems must be listed in the complaint. A housing inspection is then conducte d in the area a tenant has

control of inside the structure and on the exteri or of the str ucture and all violations noted by staff are ¢ ited. The r ental property owner is sent
notice by cer tified m ail of an y conditions fo und th at are contr ary tot he Sault Ste . Marie Property M ainten ance Code.

Penalties & Fees
Penalties of e nforc ement issues are sp ecified

in the C ity Cod e of O rdinan ces. The City F ee Schedule also inc ludes f ees applied fo r city se rvices in
resolving issues. In most cases, there i s no fee assessed for city i nvolvement when prompt compliance occurs after noti

fying or attempting noti ce
to a property owner or agent | isted on a r egistrati on form. There ar e fees charged fo r services involving reoccurring issues of junk v ehicles, long

grass, etc. involving the same property owner.

Often code viol ations involving rental pr operty are cau sed by the tenant , but the pro perty owner i s held responsible for most condit ions at the
property. Typically there i s some form of contra ctual agreement between the property owner & te nant, and as part of such agreementt he
landlord makes it cl ear that the tenant will

be held responsible tot he owner for any issues caused by the tenant. The Building Department is not
involved with such agreements, b ut a "La ndlord and T enant Guide" may provid e some guidance, as could a legal pr ofess ional.

City Water & Sewer Accounts
The City will establish a water account with e ither t he tenant or landlord, but if t he water i s shut of f for non payment, the unpaid balance is the
respo nsibility of the property ow ner and the w ater w ill not be turne d back on at the pr opert y until th e account is paid.

Fence Ordinance
The city 's fence ordinance regulates fencing. It | imits fence height, location on the property, and types of fenci ng, depending on location in the
yard.



City Compost Facility
1244 E Easterday Avenue
located by the Street Department Yard
Facility Hours
Wednesdays 7am-7pm
Saturdays 9am-1pm
May thru November
(annual opening & closing dates vary, de pending on weather cond itions)

Leaves, grass and plant materials, and brush up to 4" in diameter can be dropped off at
the co mpost facility . Each type o f mat erial m ust be kept s eparate fro m the other . Mixtu res of leaves, grass, and brush will not be accepted.
Partici pants must remove mater ial fro m bags or other cont ainers when depositing it at the y ard.

Copies of information can be obtained at the City Building Department
eLandlord and Tenant-A Practical Guide
«SSM Property Maintenance Code
«City Code of Ordinances
Information can also be found on the city’'s website
www.sault-sainte-marie.mi.us

Suggestions for information to include in this brochure are always welcomed.
If you have suggestions, questions or would like extra brochures please contact the City Building Department
632-5701



